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WEST BENGAL STATE UNIVERSITY
B.A. Honours/Programme 1st Semester Examination, 2022-23

Time Allotted: 2 Hours Full Marks: 50
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The figures in the margin indicate marks of question.
Candidates should answer in their own words
and adhere to the word limit as practicable.

GROUP-A I ~-~

1. Answer any ten questions from the following: (each word limit 30) 2x 10 = 20
H~M~ c<T-~ ~ ~ ~ ~-e~ (~Xj4t~~t ~o)

(a) Name two important Neolithic sites in North-West India.
~-~ ~Hl'O<tC(~~ 'iC~ lJfij ~~'1'f~N1C4lC~~~ ~ I

(b) What was the Great Bath of Mohenjodaro?
~0H~tc~t~ ~~ ~~ ~ ~?

(c) Mention two non-Indian Civilizations contemporary to the Indus Valley
Civilization.
~ 11'6j'01~11~111~rn~~ 15l~1~&l~l1~J~I~ ~ ~ ~ I

(d) What is the historical importance of the two epics, the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata?
~'f -e ~~~1'!1~-~~ lJfij ~~~IC<tJ~~N>~~~ ~~ ~ ?

(e) What do you mean by the term 'Sabha' and 'Samiti' of the Rig-Vedic period?
~~ 'iC'1f ~' -e '~' ~ ~ ~ ?

(f) How many Jain Tirthankaras were there? Name the last two of them.
~'OISi~ ~ ~~ m~9f1-em <ml ? CX1<l~ ~~ ~ ~ I

(g) Who was Bindusara?
f<l~I~~~?

(h) What is meant by the Triratna?
~~~~?

(i) What were the functions of the Dharma mahamatras during The Mouryan period?
Oftt[ ~ .t.l~~~IJlC~'!1~ ~ ~ ?

(j) Who was the author of the 'Arthashastra'? What was its principal theme?
'\5f~' -~~ ~ ~ ~ ? ~~ ~ f<l~~<t~~ ?

(k) Who was Banabhatta? Mention the name of the book written by him.
~~~~?~~~~m~~1

(1) Who was the greatest ruler of the Kushana dynasty? Where was his capital located?
~'f "<t\~ ~ mIS1t ~ ~ ? ~ mISf~ c<fitQ{ffi ~ ?

(m) Which natural phenomenon discovered in the first century C.E. favoured the
growth of maritime trade between India and Rome?
~ ~ ~ \5{1f<l,~~ ~ ~ ~1~~ -e ~ ~~ <nf'tISiJ ~ ~ ~
~C~N:G1?
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(n) Who introduced the 'Saka' era and when?
c<P,<j)~ ~ <rC~ ~ <tl~fW:(ft1i1 ?

(0) Who wrote the Nasik inscription and why?
~~c<P,c<R~~?

GROUP-B I~~-~

2.

Answer any two questions from the following (each word limit 250)
M~M~ ClT-~ ~ ~~~m'C (~«I4t~~1 ~a:o)

Explain the significance of the Mehergarh excavation.
~'iii¥ ~~~ ~~ <ul~ ~ I

5x2 = 10

3. Write a short note on the society ofthe Rig-Vedic period.
~~ <rC~ ~~ler<1J<1'Z1m~~~~ ~ I

4. Discuss the difference between Buddhism and Jainism.
~ '6 ~ ~ ~~ 9ft~~~ \511Cci11bi11~ I

5. What were the main tenets of Ashoka's 'Dhamma'?
"l!ifCA"j1C~~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~ ?

6. Discuss shortly on Gandhar Arts.
~ 1im ~ ~~~9f \511Cci1tbi11~ I

GROUP-C I~-~

Answer any two questions from the following (each word limit 500) 10x2 = 20
M~M~ ClT-~ ~ ~ ffi lit'C (~lCl4t~~1 a:oo)

7. Discuss the significance of literary sources for the reconstruction of Indian history.
~ \S1~t\!)~ ~~Q1 ~1~<tl ~~ ~~ <l~ ~ I

8. Discuss the cause of downfall of the Harappan civilization.
~~ ~'BJ~~ ~ ~~~ \5l1Cci11bi11~ I

9. What were the chief characteristics of the Mauryan administration?
Oft( ~A"jl~C~~ ~ ~~ ~ ?

10. How is Ashoka held responsible for the downfall of Mourya Empire?
Oft( ~1!tlCGlJ<sl~ e;u ~ ~ ~ ~ ?

11. Discuss the achievements of Kaniska.
~~~<1cf.n~1
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